
 

 

Director’s Notes  

 Director’s Notes   

    
--by Mr. Ryan Placek

Hello Mustang Band Family and future Family Members!! 

It is hard to believe that first semester is completed, Concert Band, Jazz Band, and 

Winter Guard seasons are well underway, and plans are already in place for next 

summer and fall. Our goal as our program grows is to continually strive to find ways 

to provide better opportunities for students that will challenge and provide great 

learning possibilities! 

In this newsletter edition, we would like to welcome those future members of our band family – both students 

and parents! As many of you may already know, the Mustang Band program is one of the top and most 

successful programs in our school and the region. We are fortunate to have outstanding support from our 

Band Booster organization. This group of parents is crucial in the operations of getting from place to place and 

progressing through each year. It really does take a HIGHLY INVOLVED village to raise our children!  

The 2017-2018 school year was yet another banner year for the Mustang Band program! A few of the long list 

of accomplishments by our band students: 

 Recipients of the Nebraska State Bandmasters Association Academic Achievement Award for the 5th 

year in a row! This award is given to those band programs that have an overall GPA of 3.5 or higher on 

a 4.0 scale.   

 Winter Guard earned 2nd place after moving up a division at the HWAA regional championships! 

 Wind Symphony & Symphonic Bands were both selected to perform at the Holland Center for the 

Performing Arts in April!  

 Varsity Marching Band finished 4th place overall competing against bands from a 4 state region at the 

Youth in Music Marching Championships held at US Bank Stadium in Minneapolis, Minnesota! 

 Varsity Marching Band finished 5th place overall competing against bands from a 5 state region at the 

Golden Regiment Invitational in Kansas City, Missouri! 

 Varsity Marching Band earned 4th place at the Nebraska State Bandmasters State Marching Band 

Championships while earning BEST overall General Effect and Visual Effect captions! 

 National Band Association Citation of Excellence for the program 
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 12 band students chosen for the Nebraska All-State Honor ensembles! 

 Class Champions at Elkhorn Band Olympics with NINE overall medalists! 

 Both Jazz Bands had outstanding competition seasons receiving superior ratings.  

 Wind Symphony received superior ratings at District Music Contest. 

A large part of what our students experience are “life skills” they learn during our time together. These life 

skills make our young adults proud ambassadors for Millard North High School who will go on to do very 

well in life. So many positive life skills come from the students’ participation in band.  Just a few include:

 Teamwork 

 Responsibility 

 Persistence 

 Multi-tasking skills 

 Memorization skills 

 Coordination 

 Self-Accountability 

 Decoding 

 Leadership 

 Performance 

 Time management 

 Social connectivity 

 Character 

 Self-esteem 

 Acceptance 

 Lifelong appreciation for music

Our culture is what makes the Mustang Band program so strong. A culture of inclusion, service, self-

accountability, and respect make for a very successful high school experience for your child. The Mustang 

Band is very proud to be an inclusive group and strives to reach each and every student to achieve at 

his/her level of potential. It is the ultimate team effort in our band family. Students helping students – not 

only in band, but other classes as well!  The culture we have in this family is everyone helping everyone.  

Together we rise to a HIGHER LEVEL OF EXCELLENCE! 

We are looking forward to meeting you very soon and welcoming you as part of our incredible family!  

 WELCOME… 

The award winning Millard North Band program includes the participation of over 290 talented 

and well–rounded students. The Mustang Band is recognized as one of the best programs 

throughout the region. The band forms a vital and important part of a student’s high school 

life. It is a place where everyone is welcomed and feels safe. This group of students represents 

a large, highly involved, disciplined, and well-regarded segment of the school population. 

Our students come from a very diverse background as well as a holding a wide variety and 

level of interests. Our program includes varsity athletes (including all fall sports), award winning 

forensics competitors, National  Merit  Scholars,  IB Diploma students, orchestra  members,  

singers, national debate qualifiers, AP and Honors students, robotics  club, construction  and 

welding  students, DECA, broadcast  club, cheerleaders…the full range of the spectrum! The 

students take pride in ALL areas in which they participate, and enjoy the successes of each of 

these programs! 

The students and staff of the Mustang Band program are very excited to have you join our 

very successful band family! We would like to invite all 8th graders to join our pep band on 

Friday, January 25th at 4 p.m. and get a taste of the experience and fun of high school band! 

We look forward to meeting you! For more information, please visit our website at 

www.mnband.net. 
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Meet the Directors 
 

Mr. Ryan Placek is in his 26th year in education and has been Director of Bands at Millard North High 

School since 2012.  His current duties at North include co-conducting Wind Ensemble, Symphonic Band, 

Concert Band, Marching Band, Jazz Ensembles, and Pep Bands.  He also teaches courses in Introductory 

Music Theory, AP Music Theory, and History of Popular Music in America.  

 

Mr. Placek has conducted many clinics throughout the state and has 

adjudicated several area music contests and festivals including District Music 

Contest. He earned his Bachelor of Music Education degree from the University 

of Nebraska-Lincoln in 1991.  His Master’s degree was earned in Educational 

Administration with an emphasis in Music Curriculum and Supervision from 

the University of Nebraska at Kearney.  In 2004, he was awarded the Nebraska 

Music Educators Association “Music Educator of the Year” Award. He was 

inducted into the Phi Beta Mu Honorary Band Directors Fraternity in 2015.  

Recently, Mr. Placek was selected as a Conn-Selmer VIP and was one of a select 

number of band directors from around the nation to hold a round table 

discussion on music education. This fall, he had an article published by the 

National Federation of High Schools in their quarterly magazine. 

 

Mr. Placek is an active member of the Nebraska State Bandmasters Association, National Association for 

Music Education, National Band Association, Nebraska Music Education Association, Phi Beta Mu 

Honorary Band Director Fraternity, and the National Education Association.  In his spare time, he enjoys 

working out, traveling, attending sporting events, and spending time with family and friends. 

 

 

Mr. Craig Mathis has been the Assistant Band Director at Millard North since 2013. His duties at Millard 

North include co-conducting the Wind Ensemble, Symphonic Band, Concert Band, Marching Band, Stage 

Band, and Pep Bands.  In addition to his responsibilities at Millard North, Mr. Mathis is the Band Director 

at Ezra and Montclair Elementary Schools in Millard.  Mr. Mathis is a graduate 

of Millard North High School and the University of Nebraska-Lincoln.  While 

at UNL, Mr. Mathis was the drum major of the Cornhusker Marching Band, 

principal chair in the UNL Wind Ensemble & Orchestra, and played lead 

trombone on the UNL Jazz Ensemble CD “Beyond the Plains.” 

 

Before coming to Millard North, Mr. Mathis taught at Beatrice High School.  

While in Beatrice, Mr. Mathis directed a successful band program that received 

superior ratings in both Marching and Concert Bands.  Band enrollment 

increased nearly 10% during his tenure and All-State participation tripled. 

 

Mr. Mathis is a member of the National Association for Music Education, 

Nebraska Music Educator’s Association, Nebraska State Education Association, 

and is the past Public Relations Chair of the Nebraska State Bandmasters Association.  In his spare time, 

Craig enjoys spending time with his wife & family and is an avid college football fan. 



 

 

Freshman Parent FAQ 
Is my son/daughter a part of the marching band? 

Yes. And no. Millard North has two Marching Bands. One is called “Varsity Marching Band” – it is 

primarily for sophomores, juniors and seniors. This is our competitive marching band. The other one is 

called “Concert Band” or “JV Band” – this is essentially our freshman band. Both bands will march during 

first quarter. Most freshmen will be registered for “Concert Band.” You will also occasionally see 

reference to a “9-12 Band.” That is the combined JV Band and Varsity Marching Band (all band students). 

 

Does my son/daughter need to be there before school? 

“Concert Band” will meet during 7th period. There are no regular rehearsals for Concert Band outside of 

the normal school day. “Varsity Marching Band” meets before school 3 days a week during first quarter, 

as well as first period. 

 

What is this email list I keep hearing about? 

The email list is the primary way the directors will communicate with you. If you’re not registered to 

receive emails, you will miss out on all the important announcements and frequently feel “out of the 

loop.” To register for the email list, please go to www.mnband.net, click “Email List” at the top of the 

page, and follow the instructions completely. 

 

Does my son/daughter perform at football games? 

Yes. All band students perform the pregame show at home football games. It is very impressive to see 

300 students performing on the field together! The freshmen will remain in the band section for the 

remainder of the game and play pep band tunes and the school fight song. The Varsity Marching Band 

will perform at halftime. At one game, the Freshman Band will perform their show during pregame 

(around 6:45). Unless it has been cleared with a director beforehand, all band students are expected to 

stay until the end of each football game. All HOME football games occur at Buell Stadium – on the 

campus of Millard South High School. 

 

What outside of school events does my student need to attend? 

We keep a very updated calendar on the Band Website (www.mnband.net). During first quarter, 

freshmen are expected to be at a “March-A-Thon,” “Premiere Night,” “Millard Days Parade,” all HOME 

football games and one marching contest. After first quarter, things slow down considerably and we’ll 

tackle those events as they come. 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

The band website doesn’t say times for some events. When are they? 

For a number of events, we don’t receive a schedule of the band performance time until a few days 

before the event. We will always email out a schedule with times before the event happens. If we haven’t 

emailed with the specific times yet, we haven’t yet received a schedule. 

 

Does my student need a uniform? 

Yes. All band students are fitted for uniforms. Freshmen are usually fitted early in August (before school 

starts). If your student misses that date, we will usually fit them for a uniform during class time. The band 

boosters will contact you about costs for these. 

 Band Polo – Usually worn to March-A-Thon, Premiere Night, Millard Days Parade, and a football 

game or two. They will also wear the polo during basketball pep band later in the year. 

 Full Uniform – Usually worn to most football games and marching band contests. 

 Concert Black – Nice dress clothes that are black. We wear this for concerts. 

We will always try to communicate with students about exactly what is expected for dress for each event. 

 

How do I contact you if I have questions? 

Ask your student the question first. They know more than they let on. If your student doesn’t know the 

answer, our email addresses are cdmathis@mpsomaha.org and rlplacek@mpsomaha.org. The phone 

number for the band office is (402) 715-1513. 

 

What does my student need to be successful in band? 

Your support is huge. Making sure that their instrument is in proper working order and that they have all 

the accessories they need can make a huge difference in their band experience. Beyond that, many of our 

students take private lessons on their instrument. Freshman band will have around 80 students this year. 

It would be impossible to provide the kind of one-on-one feedback in the classroom setting that your 

student could receive in private lessons. Please contact the directors if you have more questions about 

lessons. 

 

Is transportation provided to band events? 

 Home Football Games: Students are expected to find their own ride to Millard South. 

 Band Contests: We will usually provide buses. Times will go out in schedules. 

 Everything Else: It really depends on the event. We will do our best to communicate these. 

 Important Note: Not having a ride is not a good reason to miss a band event. There are 

approximately 275 students in band this year. There are PLENTY of students and parents who can 

drive that would be happy to give your student a ride. 

 
 
 

 



 

 

Millard North Mustang Bands 
2019 JV Band Summer Schedule 

 
*PLEASE NOTE PERCUSSION MAY HAVE THEIR OWN ADDITIONAL SCHEDULES 
*COLORGUARD IS CONSIDERED PART OF VARSITY BAND (even if you are a freshman) 
 

JUNE   
Tue-11   5-6pm  Instrument rental night for anyone who    
     needs a large school instrument (baritone, tenor/bari sax, tuba) 

6-7:30pm  ALL 9-12 BAND STUDENTS REHEARSAL (ALL woodwinds 
   & brass)   

   5-7pm  JV Percussion 
 
Tue-18   5-7pm  JV Percussion 

 
Tue-25  5-7pm  JV Percussion 

 

JULY   
Tue-2   NO REHEARSAL THIS WEEK!  Have a safe and happy 4th!  
  
   
Tue-9   6-7:30pm  ALL 9-12 BAND STUDENTS REHEARSAL (ALL woodwinds 
     & brass)    
   5-7pm  JV Percussion 
 
Tue-16   5-7pm  JV Percussion 
 

Wed-Fri 24-26 8am-4pm ALL 9-12 BAND BAND CAMP! 
 
Tue - Aug 6  6-8pm  JV uniform fittings 
 
Mon - Aug 12   School begins for Freshmen 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Come to the Big Band Dance!       
Parents - Mark your calendars for the 18th Annual Big Band Dance on Friday, May 3rd! 
 
This event is a highlight of the year featuring Millard North, Kiewit, and North Middle School jazz bands in a 
dance that has become an all-school favorite. Parents and community members come out for the best in live 
music ranging from jazz to modern swing to rock and more. Come early for a lesson in swing dancing. In 
addition, parents enjoy the Patron Party for appetizers, the basket raffle, and our amazing silent auction! 
 
Admission to the Big Band Dance is $10 for adults & students! 
 
Lots of hands are needed the night of the event and Sign-Up Genius will come out later.  



 

 

Millard North Mustang Bands 
2019 Summer Band Schedule 

PLEASE NOTE COLORGUARD AND PERCUSSION MAY HAVE THEIR OWN ADDITIONAL 
SCHEDULES  
LEADERSHIP WORKSHOP DATE TBD 

 
JUNE 
Tue-4   6-9pm  VARSITY Band Rehearsal 
Wed-5   10am-12  Varsity Sectionals  
Thur-6   6-8pm  Varsity Drumline/Guard 
  
Tue-11   6-9pm  VARSITY Band Rehearsal (JV 6-7:30pm) 
Wed-12  10am-12  Varsity Sectionals  
Thur-13  6-8pm  Varsity Drumline/Guard 
 
Tue-18   6-9pm  VARSITY Band Rehearsal & Varsity uniform fittings  
Wed-19   10am-12  Varsity Sectionals  
Thur-20  6-8pm  Varsity Drumline/Guard 
 
Tue-25    6-9pm  VARSITY Band Rehearsal & Varsity uniform fittings 
Wed-26   10am-12  Varsity Sectionals 
Thur-27  6-8pm  Varsity Drumline/Guard 

 
JULY   
Tue-2   NO REHEARSAL THIS WEEK!  Have a safe and Happy 4th! 
 
Tue-9    6-9pm  VARSITY Band Rehearsal (JV 6-7:30pm) 
Wed-10  10am-12 Sectionals (Varsity) 
Thur-11  6-8pm  Varsity Drumline/Guard 
 
Tue-16  6-9pm  VARSITY Band Rehearsal & Varsity uniform fittings 
Wed-17  10am-12 Sectionals (Varsity) 
Thur-18  6-8pm  Varsity Drumline/Guard 
 

Mon-Fri 22-26 8am-4pm  VARSITY DRUMLINE & COLORGUARD CAMP 
Wed-Fri 24-26 8am-4pm ALL 9-12 BAND CAMP! 
 
JULY 29-AUG 2  8am-4pm VARSITY BAND CAMP! 
 
Tues - August 6  6-9pm  VARSITY BAND CAMP 
 
Mon – August 12    SCHOOL BEGINS for Freshmen 
     Leadership Team Pep Band @ Kiewit - am 
     Leadership Team Pep Rally @ MNHS - pm 
THERE WILL BE A COMPETITION ON FRIDAY/SATURDAY, OCTOBER 18/19TH, 2019 

DURING FALL BREAK!!  DO NOT SCHEDULE ABSENCES DURING THIS TIME! 



 

 

Who Are the Millard North Band Boosters?  

The Band Booster Organization consists of parents and anyone wishing to support our band 
program. We are all about support — support of our kids, the band directors and the music 
program. It is a rewarding experience that provides the unique opportunity to be involved in 
some of your child’s school activities and with their friends. There are plenty of ways to show 
your support.  Some of you may want to volunteer to serve on one of the committees; some 
may bake cookies; some may help move equipment; some may just 
want to stand in the crowd and cheer. The Band Boosters organization 
is the network you can use to make sure you are at the right place at 
the right time, to show your support no matter how you choose to 
participate.  
Millard North Band Booster meetings are held once a month (second Monday) in the 
Band Room. All Band Parents are ALWAYS welcome to attend! If you have business they 
would like to discuss at this meeting, please email Jon Fagan and Sara Mau 
(thefagans@cox.net) to get your item(s) added to the agenda. 

You will have many opportunities to get involved in the Booster organization. There are a 
couple of events held early in the marching season, one of which is Premiere Night when the 
band performs for the first time. On this night, the role of the Boosters and various volunteer 
opportunities will be explained in detail. Volunteer sign-up sheets and information will be 
available.  You may also volunteer anytime online. Check out the many ways you can make a 

difference (https://www.mnband.net/volunteer-overview). 

 

 

 "Greetings Current and Future Band Boosters. The Mustang Band needs our 

financial assistance year round. Band booster funds go to purchase 

instruments, sheet music, specialized clinicians, goods and services for our 

competition show, and so many other things. Booster fees help with that, but 

doesn't begin to cover everything. The Band Boosters do many things to help 

raise money throughout the year, and I sincerely hope you'll consider 

volunteering some of your time to help with our fundraising efforts. Activities 

include working concession stands at Storm Chaser games, our mattress 

sale, March-A-Thon, and other new events coming soon. I hope to see each 

and every one of you at one of our fundraising events!" 

Ann Leever, Booster Club Fundraising Chair 

-  
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As Seen On Facebook…               

The question often comes up:  “Can I 

do band and ____?” 

YES!!! These band students do all of 

these and much, much more! 


